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Abstract

The ” Archival turn” takes place when the origin of archives is critically analysed and

it becomes clear that the legitimized established power dominates the archives while the
marginalized voices are absent. The archival ‘turn’, in which the archive itself rather than
just its contents becomes a subject of study, arises from post-colonial theory (Dirks, 2015;
Stoler, 2002). This "turn” encourages archivists to consider the ways in which vested in-
terests and prevailing power structures shape the collection of materials in conventional
archives. Web archives collate and curate a different type of material, but also do so within
a particular political, social and economic context. Technological ‘enablers’ (and constraints)
constitute another form of influence as to what ends up in archives. Essentially, the issue is
that of ‘power’: who exercises it and the tools at hand to exercise it. This is to a large extent
decisive in determining what materials are archived. Therefore, web archiving is subject to
this ”archival turn”, not only to address the power structure inherited from conventional
archives, but also to challenge embedded systematic on the Web and selection biases when
selecting what to archive from the Web.
In recognition of this, participatory archiving, which involves working in collaboration with
different communities to build archives, is underway in conventional archives (Benoit &
Eveleigh, 2019; Cook, 2013). Indeed, it has now become one of the main themes of web
archival development (Bailey et al., 2017; Bingham, 2019; Briigger & Schroeder, 2017;
Dougherty et al., 2010; Gail, 2016; Leetaru, 2015; Schafer & Winters, 2021; Summers &
Punzalan, 2017).

Participatory web archiving is an approach deploying established strategies in a new paradigm
to tackle inherent limitations rooted in the theory and practice of conventional archiving.
Through participation, the ”power” is redistributed to various, networked yet often interde-
pendent actors/stakeholders that include community partners, content creators and users.
Meanwhile, technologies and infrastructure play significant part as actors themselves, as well
as tools to facilitate the power.

However, will participatory approaches lead to more inclusive web archives? A few issues
remain absent from the body of work in field of web archive to answer this question. They
include: the state and the mechanisms involved in participatory approaches; the ways in
which the impacts of the mechanism can be measured and evaluated; the nature and com-
position of participation partners; the extent to which they have gained the power to shape
the process and how that power is redistributed; and the extent to which their participation
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can address the inherent limitations and reduce or mitigate selection biases.

This talk is to present the early stage of my PhD research that seeks ways in which networked
power relations in participatory web archiving, and contradictions and conflicts can be artic-
ulated and decoupled, so that opportunities of participation can be exploited to advance the
practice of web archiving. The main part of the talk will present the early theoretical work
and the results of a survey distributed recently about practices and views on developing web
archives with community partners in the field.
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